service are more in accord with American practice and contrast with the British practice of physiotherapy, as the authors point out, but nevertheless are of considerable interest.
The book is very well illustrated by graphs and diagrams. The text is well supported by references for all chapters except for the first short chapter defining pulmonary insufficiency which has, unfortunately, no references.
As an additional volume to pre-existing works dealing with respiratory insufficiency it can be thoroughly recommended to those concerned in treatment of patients with respiratory disease. It also contains a useful description of the organization of the 'respiratory therapy' services in hospital, some of which is appropriate to practice in British hospitals. The 'Handbook of Physiology' aims to give an authoritative account and comprehensive survey of presentday physiological knowledge. Although it is sponsored by the American Physiological Society many foreigners have contributed, so as to include major advances from all countries. This second volume in Section 3, Respiration, deals with the applied aspects of respiratory physiology, the basic concepts and theoretical aspects being in Volume I. Volume II starts with chapters on various aspects of environmental stressmuscular exercise, hyperventilation, breath holding, altitude, space and under-water physiology, drowning, anmsthesia, &c. Then there are chapters on procedures for studying lung function, variations oflung volumes, respiratory mechanics, alveolar-arterial gradients, regional distribution of ventilation and blood-flow. Finally, there are chapters on the functional disturbances in lung disease such as airway obstruction, effects of resection, pneumoconiosis, tuberculosis, &c.
It is in the last chapters that the field becomes diffuse and awkward with, for example, the effects of pneumonia being grouped with tuberculosis and no chapter on bronchitis, asthma or emphysema. But obviously the editors had an impossible task in deciding what to include or exclude and they admit a third volume might later be necessary.
As in the other volumes of the 'Handbook' the quality and uniformly excellent standard of writing and review in this volume will win the gratitude of readers just as the bibliography at the end of each chapter will be invaluable for reference. This volume will be welcomed by all students, young and old, who have a background knowledge of their subject but who want to increase their knowledge in preparation for research.
PHILIP HUGH-JONES L'Electror6tinographie
Bases physiologiques et donnees cliniques by G-E Jayle, R-L Boyer and J-B Saracco 2 vols pp viii+ 1259 illustrated Paris: Masson 1965 There are a number of symposia and monographs on electroretinography. The literature is particularly diffuse because experimental work has been carried out on a wide range of invertebrates and vertebrates, whilst the clinical findings have extended over the whole range of retinal disorders in addition to disorders of the globe as a whole. This report to the French Ophthalmological Society, presented in 1964, is outstanding even in the remarkable series which that Society has published. Dr Jayle and his associates have covered the extensive and diffuse literature in a workmanlike manner. The text is contained ir. two volumes of some 1,200 pages and is divided into twelve sections, ten of which are exclusively concerned with the electroretinogram in man: three of these are devoted to physiology, apparatus and typical findings; three more to the findings in the different affections of the retina and the globe as a whole; the remaining four deal with the optic tract, electro-oculography, the cortex and a concluding survey. The immense labour that this volume must have involved is obvious from the thoroughness of the text, the extensive bibliographies, and the wide cover and the broad extent of the subject matter. Even in such a rapidly developing field as electroretinography this work is likely to remain a standard text for many years to come.
ARNOLD 1966 The Tablet and Capsule Guide has been brought out in a new style. It is now more complex and comprehensive but less specific, and therefore perhaps less helpful. One wonders whether the old, simpler layout could have been preserved if, say, the dog tonic and some of the other products in this edition had been omitted.
Probably the trouble is that a satisfactory guide is becoming harder to produce as the number of products increases. In the preface Dr Kimbrough tells us that he altered his original plan of writing this book alone and that he subsequently recruited 26 eminent collaborators. This multiple authorship is reflected in the text, which is very uneven in style. A few sections are overburdened with descriptions of published work which might be better in the form of terminal references, and there are some omissions. For example, only indirect mention of uterine sarcoma could be found, and little about enzyme block in Stein-Leventhal syndrome. Although operative technique is not described, the anatomy of the abdominal wall and vessels of the pelvis is given in detail, and also post-operative management, and these sections could have little purpose except to the surgeon. For treatment, some of the contributors give long lists of possible methods without clear advice as to the best choice, and dosages are often lacking.
Although the British school will differ in a few minor details of terminology and practice, in all the sections there are excellent clinical descriptions and the book as a whole can be highly praised, with especial commendation for the chapters on the various functional disorders, and also for that on urology. There are useful lists of references, although these tend to be confined to American sources. The typography and illustrations are up to the high standard we have come to take for granted in books from the United States. S G CLAYTON Pediatric Therapy edited by Harry C Shirkey BS(Pharm) MD FAAP 2nd ed pp xx + 1223 illustrated 1 38s 6d Saint Louis: C V Mosby 1966 London: Henry Kimpton The appearance of a second edition of this book only two years after it was first published speaks for itself. Dr Shirkey is to be congratulated on this achievement to which he has clearly devoted an immense amount of labour. The number of contributors has risen from 72 to 84 but once again uniformity of presentation has been achieved by meticulous editing. Dr Shirkey is a pharmacist as well as a pediatrician and the advantages of this unusual double qualification are manifest throughout the book. His enlarged Table of Drug Dosages is excellent and has cut down the previous needless repetition of these in the individual sections.
The general layout remains unaltered and is both attractive and readable. The increase of eighty pages over the previous edition is due to a number of new sections, in particular orthopeedics and neurosurgery, together with more space for child psychiatry. It is debatable whether in a book on therapy so much space should be devoted to diagnosis both in the text and illustrations.
It is a warm thought to have included in this edition a photograph of the late Katherine Dodd who contributed so much to pxdiatric teaching in the United States. She would be proud to be associated with this new edition. This is a collection of fourteen papers originally published in a symposium issue of the Journal of Chronic Diseases. Most are of American origin but three are British. The latter are entitled 'Problems in estimating the demand for hospital beds' by D J Newell, 'Medical technology and the
